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Sote: This Is ac TRR'working draft on student violenca
' and attitudés in Latin Améilca. If vas completad -
in mid-November 1968 and contains only informa-
tion availsehle as of that date.
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Etudant di-nrdnﬂ of unusual ferocity have phpnd a nuober of Latin
Anarinsn nations sinoe April 1968. Extensive prqpirt.j' damaga,
hutidveds of arrests and 4nfurfes and more thas ome hundred deaths have
resulted from police/studont clashes in Maxico, Brazil, and Utuguay.
Similar but less violent -disturbences occurred in Bolivia, Chile, and in
scveral other countries, Political tenaloms heightened in all five
copntries-and-whila tempors have cooled 'ginda Oetobar 1968--the present

attnphere réiains tsattled and the pnll:llriltl:r of rencwed violemwta cannot
be discounted.

Mexich: ©f all the comatrles in Latin Americs ¥exlce hes experlenced

_tha highest degree of studont unreet. Massive demenstraticns by Maxico's

university students have troubled the Dler Ordaz govermment mince lnte
July- 1968 yhen communist youths celebrating the July 26 amniversary of
Fidel Castro's revolution mansged to take over a peacaful student
demcentration which hed been euthorized by the govemumeat, When police

“tried to-dinporse the eroed, rioting students burnod ‘buvas wod barricaded

a foor-block ares of dosmtown Mexico City, -About 4,000 students ageln

- demonstrated on July 29, at which time [ederzl troops wétre uvsed to-restote
.order after police lost control of tha student mob. FPrese accounta of tle

deployment of tanks and srwored cars against sfudent harzlcades scrved

o plotare Mysied.ne o bettlepround, not amlike Parin during the dloturbanecs
in the Sp:u-.a of 1968, Soveral Maxicen etudents wore killed and more than
200 were injured during these battles with security forces.

Dewcnstrations; dccompaniéd by occasional vicleace; continbed
throughout Augnet and Septesber, with the number of partledponts approachling
100,000 at times, Btudent grievances at first focusad wpod local ismues-of
police brutality, release of arrested students, snd a recognition of -
tniversity autonomy which was violated on July 29; Cries vare rélsed
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Lor the dismissal of the ehlef of police and the meyor of Mexico City
ond pomd readical students attempted to enlisr labor eupport for thoir
cnune by caliing for a 40-hour woek and better housing. By Auguat 15,
however, the first.etwdent anirus againet the President weas evident, o
eritiolom which reachod unprocedernted holghte ‘of scathing valgaricy
(for Hexico) em Auguat 17 when student poster attacks dépicted Diaz Ordaz
as dishoanoring the Maxicam m:ti.tn:iun snd opeuly ealled for an end to
his gowarnpent.
_ drivers
The- Itudanl:l’puumm: conflick grev in intensity and feroecity
during Septevber and Octobar. With the October 12 opening of the Olympic
Gamea fast -spproaching, the govermment seemed to abanden all hopa of
renolving the wmatter ¢ h negotiakions end opted instead to ume
whatever force was necassary to put dowvn what was then asswning the
proportione of a otudout rovolt. Such tmaeties led always workad in tha
pant snd the government probably assumed that they would be equally as
effective sgain. Moreover, the timing of tha student protests wae
linked to the Olympics and the continued sgitstion wes extremely
esharrassing to the Mexican Government which vas most arxious to impress
the world as a deserviag hoat to the prestiglous international gemes.
The sccupation of the national astonomous university by povernment forces
en Beptembsr 18 eparked new viclence which continued intermittently until
the bloody ‘elaghes on Octoher 2 in which porhaps &8 many ae 100 persons
lost thelr lives. The October incident did considerable damage to Hexlco's
roputdtion ss the meet atable and progrecelve eountry in Tatin Amparlon
and brought into question the suitability of Memico City as tha Dlymple
aite. Student agreement mot to distupt the games helped to cool tempers
and an wmeasy calm returned to stedent/government relations. o
rivers
Bealdng to justify lts actionc and its Insbility te vesolva the

siteation, the Hexicen Government talsed the specter of forelgn elements

and. dopestic communints who 1t alleged were responsible for studant
sctivign, The sdministration seemed not to realize that extremiste, even
with the atdl of foreign elewments, could handly have suatainsd the usrest
over gugh a long pariod 1f student dinut'l.lflct{an were not daap lﬂd
videapread, A

The positiona’ of both sides are intransigent and 1€ seems unlikely
that & fundemental sclutlon to the problem cam be brought about without
chanping the vidospread comviction that tha PRI ism emtrenched, stagnsat
and primarily self-gerving. Despite the enormous graft and dishoaesty
vhich have become PRI hallmarks, students will have to be convinced that
the perty 1s still, or will sgain become, a vital foree for politicsl and
pocianl change 25 well as economic grawth.

Important conclusion, with
‘warning based on failure

i -M to address underlying causes
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